THE 


DANGER. 


AND 


Unreaſonableneſs 


OF A 


TOLERATION: 


In reference to ſome late Papers which have 
patled concerning 


LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE. 


He who breaks the Peace and Agreement of the Church, 
ſets himſelf againſt Chriſt. 
hey cannot receive the reward of Peace, who by their mad 
diſcord have broke the Lords Peace. 

Whereas Hereſies and Schiſms had their birth and origi- 
nal from mens making diſtin# Conventicles for them- 
ſelves, &c. 

The heinous and inexpiable crime of Diſcord #s not to be 
purgd away, no not with Death. St. Cyprian, of the 
Unity of the Church, 
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[1] 
THE DANGER 


AND 


Unreaſonableneſs 
TOLERATION. 


| Man of ordinary Parts, and but meanly verſed 
A in the Tranſa&ions of theſe forty laſt years, 


cannot certainly but admire at the Requeſt of 

ſome Perſons, who keep ſuch a noiſe at pre- 
ſent for Liberty of Conſcience ;, eſpecially if he conſi- 
ders, that they know his Majeſty to be a Perſon of Ex- 
perience, as well as Reaſon and Judgment, 

What manner of men thele are who deſire ſuch a 
Toleration, 1s not hard to judge; but what is their rea- 
ſon for this their defire > Why, their tender Conſcien- 
ces, forſooth, cannot diſpence with a few innocent 
and harmleſs Ceremomies of the Church of England, 
from which they differ in things not neceſlary to Salva- 
tion, as they cannot deny 3 but with which, rather than 
comply, ( tho in things which they confeſs to be in- 
different ) they'l depart from her Communion, and 
continue 1n an endleſs Schiſm. | 

It is ſtrange to refle& upon the many methods which 
have been uſed to reduce theſe People to Unity with 
us; and 'tis deplorable to conſider the ſmall effec, 
which the hard labours and ſolid Reaſons of ſo mo 
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Dr. Still. 
Miſch. of 
Sep. Þ. I. 


Charitable and Learned Perſons have had upon theſe 


intraftable Spirits. At the firſt time of our Reformati- 
on from the Church of Roxze, ſuch as thought not fo 
well of many of our Ceremonies, were not yet drawn 
to ſuch a dillike of our Church, as to ſeparate from it, 
upon conſideration of the evil Etie&ts of Div:ſron. Our 
Church has added nothing lince, to render it ſelf more 
intolerable, and theretore this pretence to Separation 
can be. no greater now than it was at that time, and 
yet the Clamour is daily louder againſt our Conſtitu- 
tions, and every Generation puts it (elf into a farther 
degree of Separation than the former, and all their De- 
fence is Scrupnloſity of Conſcience. But we deſire them 
ſerionſly to conſider, whether this can be a ſufficient 
Plea for their Separation, (which now it ſeems they de- 
fire to continue for ever ) will this clear them from the 

uilt of wilful Schiſm ? will their Ignorance be a De- 
ence for them, when they have had al] conſiderable 
means for their better Information ? haye not all their 
Objections been anſwered, and the Conſtitutions of 
our Church, with ſolid ( I'm ſure unanſwered ) Rea- 
ſons vindicated 2? If they are not fatiched with the Rea- 
{ons which are produced, why do they not anſwer 
them ? why do they not deſire a more full ſatisfaction 
for their Doubts, in charitable Language, and with a 
defire to be reſolved ? They have the liberty of the 
Prefs to ſet down their Scruples, and to let us know 
wherein they defire to be fſatisfy'd, as well as to vent 
Libels which tend to the diſturbance of the Nation, 
and Miſchief of the Church 2 Methinks it ſhould be- 
come Folks under ſuch Scrupuloſities as they pretend 


' to, to be meek, and willing to be reſolved in ſuch 


Points as they differ from us ( eſpecially when the 
Peace of the Church lyes at ſtake) and to conlider, 
that *tis poſſible for them to be 1n the wrong as well 
as Others. But the Diſpoſition of our Modern Separa- 

tit 
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tiſt is quite contrary to this ; let the Publick Peace 
be ever ſo much concern'd, his Pride and Sclf-conceit 
( for which he has been ever famous ) will not ſut- 
fer him to ſuſpe& himſelf under a miſtake, or to weigh 
rightly thoſe reaſons which are againſt his Humour. 
He thinks it a ſhame to be convinced of his Errour, 
and rather than ſhew himſelf confuted, chooſes to per- 
fitt in his Obſtinacy, and deſires a Toleration herein. 
How pernicious both to Church and State ſuch a 
Toleration would prove, is eaſily gheſsd. We have not 
been ignorant what ſome Conſciences at their proper 
opportunities can diſpence with, tho in fuch caſes as 
tend to Peace and the Publick good, they are extraor- 
dinary tender. Thoſe that ſtrain'd at the Cap and Sur- 
plice, could well enough digeſt _—_— Sacriledge, and 
Regicide. Conſcrence and Chriſtian Liberty were the ſpe- 
cious pretences for their moſt Unchriſtian and Uncha- 
ratable Proceedings. I need ſay no more, than that the 
like Effes muſt proceed from the ſame Caules. Irre- 
verence towards Gods Miniſters, and Contempt of the 
King's Magiſtrates, are ſome of the leaſt Evils that may 
juſtly be expeted from the womted Meekneſs of our 
weak Brethren 3 and this would ſoon be every man's 
Anſwer, in caſe of being enjoyned any thing concern- 
ing God or Men, how holy or juſt ſoever 1t were, 
that did diſlike him, that his Conſcience 1s againſt it. 
If you pleaſe, you ſhall hear the words of a Presbyte- 
rian Miniſter, in the late rebellious Times, concerning 
the Diſlenters at that time 3 * That he was confident, 
** that for this many hundred years, there had * nor 
* been a Party that pretended to ſo much Holinels, 
* and tenderneſs of Conſcience above all other men, 2 
* this Party hath done, that hath been guilty of fo 
* great ſins, horrible Wickedneſs, provoking abomina- 
* tions, as they are. You may remember likewiſe, 
that his late Majcſty, of ever bleſled memory, at his 
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[4] | 
happy Reſtauration, ſpontaneouſly condeſcended to 
grant Liberty of Conſcience to ſuch as diſſented from 
the eſtabliſh'd Religion, provided they would not di- 
ſturb the Peice of the Nation 3 you may think the 
King was in a fair way. of gratifying them, and that 
the Conditions were but reaſonable 5 but how little 
operation it had upon the Diflenters, the Commotion 
of the Fifth-Monarchy-men did afterwards demonſtrate; 
as alſo, the following Plot of ſome of thole men of 
Conſcience, that were concern'd in the fore-going Re- 
bellion z which verified the Obſervation of King 
James, * That the men of theſe Principles are not ob- 
< liged by kindneſles, nor won by frequently repeated 
<« favours. 

But theſe Perſons may do well to conſider, what a 
number of Sets are likely to ſpring up upon this de- 
ſired Liberty. There are many Folks who much de- 
light in Novelty, and many to whom nothing 1s dear- 
er than their own ſingular Opinions 3 now when 
every man is thus free to ſet up for himſelf, we ſhall 
be daily peſtered with new DoGtines, and every one 
will be ſeeking for Subſcribers to his own Model, be 
it ever ſo abſurd. There can be no better way of 
judging what will enſue upon ſuch a Toleration, than 
by looking back, and conſidering what has followed 
already, when there has been ſuch a Liberty ; and if 
we will conſult the ſame fore-quoted Presbyterian Mi- 
niſter, hell acquaint us with ſeveral Opinions that 
were maintain'd 1n his time 5 among(t a great number 
of which, theſe are ſome 5 © That the Scriptures cannot 
<« be faid to be the Word of God, and are no more to 
&« be credited than the Writings of Men, being not a 
& Divine but Humane Tradition ; that God has a hand 
& jn, and is the Author of the {infulneſs of his People, not 
« of the Actions alone, bur of the very Pravity which 
« 1s in them ; and afterwards, That the Soul of man 
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« js. mortal, . as the Soul of a Beaſt, and that there's no 

« ReſurreQion at all of the-Bodies of Men, nor Heav'n 

* nor Hell after this Life. You may perceive hereby, 

how ſuch a Liberty as this, of maintaining publickly 

whatſoever a man's depraved Fancy ſuggeſts to him, 

- cannot but tend to the great propagation of Religion, 

the edification of the People, and glory of the Church. 

But what do they delice under this name of Liberty 

of Conſcience, or a Toleration ? Is it a free Liberty to 

ſtick cloſe to their old Principles, and continue in their 

profeſs'd Opinions 2 if this be it, let them refle& upon 

thoſe Tenets that have been maintain'd among them, 

and which I hear not as yet recanted 3 if theſe are 

deſtruCtive to Government, and tend to the upholding 

of Rebellion, it ſeems a little unreaſonable for them to 

require a perſiſtance in them. What they are, and how 

likely to produce Loyal and peaceable Effe&s, would 

| be a long work to ſhew3; I ſhall only ſend you to a 

\ | Collection of many of them, by a Loyal and Laborious 
| Subject of this Nation, where you may have a full L5franze. 

view of the Separatiſt's Opinions, and where you are 

. direted to their Author's You may alſo find ſome 

f I of them in the ſheet that came out at the burning of 

1 | Seditiows Libels in Oxford the laſt year 5 in both of 

1 which you may learn, what it is that keeps them in as 

f I good a poſture as they are in at preſent, and that if 

- Þ they had power proportionable. to their deſires, ( to 

t the augmentation of: which, ſuch a Toleration muſt 

r © neceſſarily contribute much ) we ſhould have them 

x |} fight the Lord's Battels, and try again to ſet King Je- 

o | fus upon his Throne. *Tis eaſily known who I mean, 

3 Þ} and 'cis obſervable, that there was never ſuch oppreſſi- 

d }} on exerciſed over mens Conſciences by Chriſtians, as 

5t |} was by thoſe who ſo much pretended to an abhorrence 

-h Þ} of Ecclefiaſtical Tyranny, and who have, not many 
in Þ| years ſince, been ſticklers for a Toleration. 
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I ſhall not trouble my ſelf with anſwering any of 
thoſe late Papers concerning Liberty of Conſcience 3 
neither weighing whether they are 1n the right when 
they ſay, the great Oppreſiion they are under is pure- 
ly for their Religion, nor confuting that irrefragable 
Argument in caſe of Hypocriſie, to which men ſhould 
be forced if they comply with us, nor examining what 
one of them ſays concerning Qu. Elizabeth's time, con- | 
ceiving that none of theſe belong to my purpoſe, my 
intent 1s only to hint at the unreaſonableneſs of their 
deſire, and the dangerous conſequences that would en- 
{ue upon it 5 Ill only deſire to know of them, whether 
it were not better ( if it were poſlible) for us to be u- 
nited, than to widen our Breaches ? I believe none is 
ſuch an Enemy to Peace, but will at leaſt grant me this; 
if ſo, we beſeech them to uſe ſuch means as may conduce 
to it, They are caſte enough to men of unbiaſsd Afe- 
Ctions, and unprejadic'd Spirits, that are Friends to Peace, 
and deſirers of Unity. The caſe is plain and brief, the 
Conſtitutions of our Church are known, and wherein 
Difſenters differ fromusz our Requeſt therefore tothem 
is, that they would lay open the Reaſons why they de- 
fire ſuch an unbrotherly Separation from us, but we 
alſo deſire them to avoid Repetitions, and that they 
producenot Arguments anſwered long ago, unleſs they 
give their Replies to them 3 we deſire them withunpre- 


Judic'd affeRtions to peruſethe late Writings of our Mi- 


niſters, in defence of our Church, and to acquaint us 
wherein their Reaſons are deficient and unfatisfying ; 
let this be done with a Chriſtian Spirit, and a defire 
that their Judgments may be rectify'd in all things, and 
I doubt not but God ( whois not the God of Confuſi- 


on, but of Unity 3 who is the Author of Peace and Lo- 


ver of Concord) will grant us a Remedy for theſe ſores, 
that we need notenter uponaCtions of utter Deſperation. 
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